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Council will be asked to consider the following motions submitted under Council Procedure 
Rule A9:- 
 
1. Food Poverty 
 
The United Nations Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, to which the UK is a 
signatory, states that ‘the right to adequate food is indivisibly linked to the inherent dignity of 
the human person and is indispensable for the fulfilment of other human rights enshrined in 
the International Bill of Human Rights’.  It further affirms that ‘states have a core obligation to 
take the necessary action to mitigate and alleviate hunger’. 
 
In 2009 there were 20 Trussell Trust food banks in the UK. Now there are 428, operating out 
of 2,000 distribution centres, plus over 800 independent food banks.  From April 2018–March 
2019 the Trussell Trust gave out a record 1.6 million emergency food parcels to people in 
crisis. 
 
3m children are at risk of hunger during the school holidays.  Nearly one in five children under 
15 lives in a home where their parents cannot afford to put food on the table, according to a 
report by the House of Commons Environmental Audit Committee. 
 
Around 10% of the NHS budget goes on treating type 2 diabetes and up to 1 million people 
live in food deserts in the UK. 
 
The Conservative Government has utterly failed to respond to the growth of food poverty 
since 2010 especially in deprived boroughs like Hyndburn and areas like East Lancashire. 
 
This Council resolves to write to the new Government and to ask them to tackle the issue of 
food poverty and give local councils resources to address this endemic issue. 
 
Proposer: Cllr Noordad Aziz 
Seconder: Cllr Tim O'Kane 
 
Submitted on 13th December 2019 



 

 
2. Austerity hasn't worked in Education  
 
Following a motion that was passed in this chamber on 20th September 2018, to highlight the 
impact of school cuts on schools in Hyndburn, no response was ever received from the 
Conservative Government and school budgets for schools in Hyndburn have continued to be 
cut.  Therefore, the Council resolves to write to the Department of Health to highlight the 
funding cuts that have been caused by the Conservative Government(s) since 2010 on school 
budgets.  83% of schools will still lose out next year because of Government cuts.  Austerity 
hits the most vulnerable in society and is a barrier to social and economic mobility and has 
caused schools to shut early, have larger class sizes and reduces the life chances of pupils 
from poor and deprived backgrounds. 
 
We, as a Council, resolve to request the new Government that Hyndburn schools have their 
budgets increased, allowing schools in the Borough to have the correct equipment and 
resources to inspire and educate our next generation, equipping them with the skills to 
transform East Lancashire. 
 
Proposed by Cllr Noordad Aziz 
Seconded by Cllr Stephen Button 
 
Submitted on 13th December 2019 
 
3. LCC Approach to Speeding and Road Safety 
 
That this Council resolves to write to Lancashire County Council (LCC) to highlight the 
Hyndburn Borough Councillors’ concerns around its approach to areas of speeding and road 
safety. 
 
The councillors feel that the LCC approach to addressing road safety issues is based on a 
reactive response, rather than a proactive response, with fatalities and injuries used as an 
indicator in deciding what remedial action is appropriate. 
 
This is not the correct way to address speeding and road safety issues in our opinion, 
especially in built up areas where the safety of all residents is paramount. 
 
We would ask that a review of how to address speeding and road safety be undertaken and 
that LCC adopts a proactive approach to keeping the residents of Hyndburn safe. 
 
Proposer by Cllr Noordad Aziz 
Seconder by Cllr Tim O'Kane 
 
Submitted on 20th December 2019 
 


